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Mission statement: 
The Advisory Committee will provide external guidance to the University of Florida-IFAS Plant 
Medicine Program to: 
 

• Improve student training so that graduates (Plant Doctors) may better meet the needs of 
the agricultural community 

• Increase student numbers and program recognition 

• Enhance the sustainability of the program 
 
Committee members:  

Mike Aerts, Assistant Director, Environmental and Pest Management Division, Florida Fruit 
   and Vegetable Association, Maitland, FL 
Dr. Stephanie Bledsoe1, 2, 3, President, Palm Beach Plant Medicine, West Palm Beach, FL 
Pat Cockrell3, Executive Director, Organizations and Programs, Florida Farm Bureau,  
   Gainesville, FL 
Dr. Bryan R. Delp, Director, Vero Beach Research Center, Syngenta Crop Protection, Vero  
    Beach, FL 
Robert Ench, President, Hopewell Nursery, Inc., Bridgeton, NJ 
Richard Gaskalla2, 4, Director, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division 
    of Plant Industry, Gainesville, FL - Subcommittee chair 

Lynn Henderson3, President, Henderson Communications L.L.C., St. Louis, MO 
Joe Hodges1, 3, Vice President, The Andersons, Inc., Plant Nutrient Group Southern Region, 
    Maitland, FL - Subcommittee chair 
Paul Hornby1, 4 State Plant Health Director, USDA, APHIS, PPQ, Gainesville, FL - Subcommittee  
   chair 
Dr. Nanjing Ko3, President, Integrated Agricultural Development Foundation and Professor, 
   Biological Sciences & Technology, Meiho Institute of Technology, Pingtung, Taiwan 
Billy McLawhorn1, 4, President, McLawhorn Crop Services, Inc., Cove City, NC 
Madeline Mellinger1, President, Glades Crop Care, Jupiter, FL – Advisory Committee chair 

Bert Roper3, Roper Growers Cooperative and Citrus Service, Inc., Winter Garden, FL  
Dr. Martha Rhodes Roberts3, Former Deputy Commissioner of Agriculture,  FDACS, Adjunct 
   Professor, UF North Florida REC, Quincy, FL 
Lora Lee Schroeder, FQPA Specialist, US EPA, Region 4, Atlanta, GA 
Allen Scobie, President, Bridgend Partners, Dundee, Scotland, UK 
Dr. Adam Silagyi2, Pest Survey Specialist, Cooperative Agricultural Pest Survey, USDA 
   APHIS/PPQ, Gainesville, FL 
Tony Weiss3, Product Technology Specialist, Dow AgroSciences, Brandon, FL – Subcommittee   
   co-chair 
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